BUDDHISM AND ASCETICISM.            113

Personal indifference to poverty gives the seeker after truth
strength to devote himself to a noble but unpopular cause,
and thus bear witness to the higher life. Small wonder,
therefore, that the Buddhist bhikshu takes the vow of
poverty!

The attainment of bodhi is much more than plain-living
and high-thinking. It implies perfect sanity of life and per-
fect freedom from lust. Hence it involves the unusual
sacrifice implied by a celibate life. The attainment of
Nirvana is an achievement so rare and grand that celibacy
does not seem too great a sacrifice. Even in married life
it may not be impossible to accomplish a good deal in the
direction of the perfect life. Evolution would seem to in-
dicate a necessary connection between celibacy and the
higher life.   Evolution points to a natural antagonism
between individual perfection and race multiplication.
While in the lower stages of animal life the race is every-
thing and the individual nothing, in the higher types the
reproductive function becomes subordinated, and the in-
dividual rises in importance. In the bacillus or the fish
we see a prodigal fecundity, but the major portion of man-
kind has arrived at the stage of l one at a birth/ The high-
est stage would, therefore, be that in which the individual is
all to himself, no longer concerned with the propagation of
the race. Hence the perfect individuality and the highest
altruism demanded of the seeker after bodhi would seem to
be impossible except at the cost of fitness for the multiplica-
tion of the species.

It is a charge frequently brought against the Buddhist
bhikshu that he is a drone dependant on others for sup-
port. But this is an accusation not warranted by facts. No
doubt there are black sheep in every fold. But Buddhism
teaches that indolence is defilement and that strenuousness.
is the path of immortality. The Buddha never taught the-
doctrine of nonaction. To the Nirgrantha General-in-Chief,
Simha, the Blessed"0ne clearly pointed out that what hs
taught was the not doing of anything unrighteous either by
word, by thought or by deed, and the doing of everything
.righteous by word, thought and deed. " 0 monks," says the-
Blessed One in the Itivuttaka^ " be not afraid of good
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